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CONPIDENTIAL NDJAMENA 2292 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, MASS, CD, PR 

SUBJECT: BARDAI PALLS, ZOUAR UNDER INCREASED ATTACK 

1. SUMMARY: THE PRENCH AMBASSADOR INPORMED ME THIS 
MORNING THAT BARDAI HADQRALLEN, ATTACKS ON ZOUAR 
WERE INCREASING AND MOROCCO WAS SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING 
CONCRETE ASSISTANCE TO CHAD. 

2. IN BRIEF CONVERSATION WITH FRENCH AMBASSADOR THIS 
MORNINGREGARDING DETERIORATING SITUATION IN NORTHERN 
CHAD, HE INPORMED ME THAT HELICOPTER RECONNAISANCE 
OP BARDAI SHOWED NO SIGN OF LIFE, AND THE STRONGHOLD 

HAS OBVIOUSLY PALLEN TO THE REBELS. HE ADDED THAT ATTACKS 
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ON ZOUAR WERE ALREADY INCREASING, AND THAT IT SEEMED 
DOUBTPUL IP GARRISON THERE COULD HOLD OUT AGAINST 
DETERMINED REBEL EPPORT. HE POINTED OUT THAT IP ZOUAR 
SHOULD FALL THE ENTIRE NORTHWEST REGION OP CHAD WOULD 
BE SECURE POR THE REBELS, AS THEY WOULD HOLD THE ONLY 
TWO AIRFIELDS IN THE REGION. 
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3. AMBASSADOR SAID THAT FOREIGN MINISTER KAMOUGUE 
WAS GOING FROM LIBREVILLE TO BRAZZVILLE AND RABAT 
TO SEEK ASSISTANCE AND UNDERSTANDING OF CHAD'S 
SITUATION. HE STATED THAT MOROCCO WAS GREATLY 
CONCERNED OVER LIBYAN THREAT IN THE SAHARA AND 
VIEWED THE MOVE IN NORTHERN CHAD AS ONLY THE FIRST IN 
AN EFFORT TO CREAT A "PROGRESSIVE MUSLIM STATE ' 

WHICH WOULD ENCOMPASS LARGE PORTIONS OF CHAD, 

NIGER AND ALGERIA. MOROCCANS BELIEVE EVENTUAL 
GOAL OF SUCH A STATE WOULD BE OVERTHROW OF 
GOVERNMENT OF RABAT. IN SAME VEIN, VICE PRESIDENT 
TOLD ME LATER THAT BARDAI WAS TO BE TURNED INTO 
MAJOR "SOVIET" BASE FOR OIBYAN OPERATIONS IN THE 
SAHARA. IN VIEW OF FOREGOI , AMBASSADOR SAID 
MOROCCANS ARE PREPARED TO OFFER CHAD "CONCRETE 
ASSISTANCE" AND FRANCE MIGHT COOPERATE IN SUCH AN 
ENDEAVOR. 

4. COMMENTARY: WE ARE IN NO POSITION TO EVALUATE 
REMARKS ON MOROCCO. BUT IF MOROCCANS SHOULD DECIDE 
TO FURNISH ASSISTANCE TO CHAD, IT MIGHT OFFER US AN 
AVENUE TO BE RESPONSIVE WITHOUT STARTING A CHADIAN 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. BRADFORD 
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